
 

 
Dear all,  

Looking back, it is hard to believe that it is a year since we sent out our inaugural 
newsletter. We acknowledge with compassion and empathy that the last twelve months 
have been difficult for many project partners, artists, and affiliated community members. 
As we re-affirm our commitment to creating a strong community of research and care, we 
hope that this newsletter will continue to build connections across the geographical 
distances that separate us.   

This summer, we celebrated the publication of the teaching resources for 'But I Live: Three 
Stories of Child Survivors of the Holocaust', and the continued presentation of the 
traveling exhibition Aber ich lebe. Den Holocaust erinnern. From April 13 to July 31, 2024, 
the exhibit was hosted at the Ravensbrück Memorial in Fürstenberg/Havel. We were 
delighted to learn that Emmie Arbel joined co-curators Jakob Hoffmann and Barbara Yelin 
at the exhibition opening on April 12. Aber ich lebe is currently on display at its final 
location, the Erika-Fuchs-Haus Museum für Comic und Sprachkunst (Schwarzenbach a. d. 
Saale) until November 17. Our heartfelt gratitude goes to Jakob and Barbara for curating 
such a rich and interactive exhibit and for shedding light on our survivor-centred 
collaboration and artistic process. Many thanks also to Dr. Iain Higgins for translating all 
exhibition materials into English. Aber ich lebe has been ‘on the road’ for over two years 
now, and we gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our community partners: the 
Ravensbrück Memorial, the Kunsthaus Wiesbaden, schauraum: comic + cartoon   

 

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/butiliveresource/
https://www.ravensbrueck-sbg.de/en/exhibitions/special-exhibitions/aber-ich-lebe-den-holocaust-erinnern/


 

Dortmund, the International Comic Salon Erlangen, Arolsen Archives, the Center for 
Holocaust Studies in Munich, New Jewish Press (University of Toronto Press), Verlag C.H. 
Beck, Reprodukt Verlag, and the Soroptimist International Club Berlin-Mitte  

Last year, we celebrated the release of the first project-based graphic novel: Barbara 
Yelin’s 'Emmie Arbel: The Colour of Memory' (Reprodukt, 2023). Since its publication in 
November 2023, the book has garnered critical acclaim in Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland including a prestigious German Youth Literature Award nomination in March 
2023.   

During the second year of the SCVN project, we focused on supporting the graphic artists, 
while facilitating the interviews with survivors of genocide in each of the five Research 
Clusters: Holocaust, Iraq & Syria, Rwanda, Turtle Island, and Yugoslav Wars. We 
emphasized the development of site-specific methodological approaches to testimony 
gathering. In close partnership with community liaisons and survivors, we brought 
filmmakers onboard to document the artistic co-creation process.  

Our project partners hosted events throughout the summer months. In May, our team at 
the NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies hosted a public talk and panel 
discussion in Amsterdam. The event—Witnesses of Violence: Stories of Genocide Survivors 
in Graphic Novels—was recorded and can be viewed online. In June, artists from the five 
Research Clusters met at the University of British Columbia (UBC) in Vancouver, Canada, 
for our second Annual General Meeting (AGM). With a focus on landed learning, 
Indigenous ways of knowing and community-building with the artists, we emphasized the 
cycle of connection and collaboration between the artists and survivors. In July, artists met 
at the Zurich University of the Arts, Switzerland, for an Archives of Memory research 
incubator and drawing workshop. In community, participants drew, collaborated and 
discussed the role of memory, dialogue, responsibility, and reciprocity in artistic practice 
and research.  

Together with the University of British Columbia’s Public Humanities Hub, we launched 
the Trauma-Informed Research Toolkit and co-hosted the second of our webinar series, Art 
and Testimony, foregrounding critical issues in arts-based research. In this series, we were 
honoured to showcase the expertise of many project partners and Research Cluster leads, 
energizing knowledge sharing and encouraging reciprocal relationships. The webinars 
were recorded and can be viewed at UBC-V Public Humanities Hub’s YouTube Channel and 
on our website. Within the project, we facilitated two workshops designed to support 
scholars, and research assistants who work in trauma-informed contexts. 

https://spui25.nl/programma/witnesses-of-violence
https://www.zhdk.ch/veranstaltung/54689
https://sites.google.com/view/trauma-informed-research/
https://visualnarratives.org/resources/webinars/


 

 

Project Updates 
 

Each Research Cluster in the SCVN project is working on a slightly different timeline due to 
the challenges of doing research amid ongoing conflicts, navigating political contexts, and 
ensuring that survivors are supported appropriately. While some of the clusters are 
nearing the completion of the graphic novels and films, others are in the initial stages of 
interviewing and establishing relationships between survivors and artists. We acknowledge 
the labour and efforts of the entire SCVN team and look forward to sharing how each of 
these stories develop. 

Iraq & Syria Research Cluster 
Akram and Tobi 

Since February 2023, Tobi Dahmen has been collaborating with Akram, a survivor of the 
violence in Syria, to document his story through a graphic novel. Over the course of a year, 
Tobi and Akram have engaged in numerous meetings and interviews, allowing Akram to 
share his personal experiences and the impact of the Syrian conflict on his life. This 
collaborative process has been essential in shaping the narrative, with Tobi carefully 
working to capture Akram’s journey and the visual research process in both words and 
illustrations. 
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Our sincere thanks go to Dr. Tim Cole, for guiding the discussions around Participatory 
Action Research, as well as Miriam Libicki and Raey Costain for convening and hosting the 
monthly Artists’ Cafés.  

In closing, we always welcome your messages and feedback. We look forward to 
showcasing and celebrating your work in our next newsletter and in our digital 
communications.  

With all good wishes,  

Charlotte Schallié, Andrea Webb, and Jennifer Sauter  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In-progress page from Akram's story by Tobi Dahmen.  



 
In-progress page from Akram's story by Tobi Dahmen.  



Birgit Weyhe 

We would like to extend a very warm 
welcome to graphic artist Birgit Weyhe 
who has joined the Iraq & Syria 
Research Cluster. Birgit will be working 
with a Yazidi survivor of the ongoing 
violence in Iraq. 

Birgit is a comic artist based in 
Hamburg. Her previous work has 
focused on research-based historical 
and political themes. She was the first 
comic artist ever to receive the 
prestigious Hamburg Lessing Grant and 
her latest graphic novel 'Rude Girl' 
was shortlisted in 2022 for the Hamburg  
Literature Prize as Book of the Year and nominated for the Leipzig Book Fair Prize in 2023. 

 

Holocaust Research Cluster 
 

Rose and Miriam 

Since June 2023, Miriam Libicki has been collaborating with Holocaust child survivor Rose 
Lipszyc. In August 2024, Miriam traveled to Bremen to meet with local historians and 
explore the area where Rose lived during World War II. Visiting these locations and 
witnessing the lasting impacts of the war on the landscape have provided Miriam with 
invaluable context for her graphic novel, which portrays Rose's experiences of secrecy and 
survival. Equally important to understanding Rose's story are the insights gained from the 
local historians. 

 

 

Image Credit: Vera Drebusch 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right, Dr. Andrea Löw, Miriam Libicki, Dr. John Gerardu, and Dr. Renate Sonnenberg, in Dr. Ellebrecht's living 
room in Bremen Grohn, August 2024. Image credit Dr. Karsten Ellebrecht. 

 
From left to right, Dr. Löw, Dr. Gerardu, and Dr. Ellebrecht on a path between the Lesum river and the historical 

ropeworks district, August 2024. Image credit Miriam Libicki. 



Emmie and Barbara 

'Emmie Arbel: The Colour of Memory' has been selected for inclusion in the 2024 White 
Ravens Catalogue which presents a selection of exceptional international children's and 
youth literature.  
 
We would like to extend our congratulations to Emmie, Barbara, and the Holocaust 
Research Cluster team for this prestigious recognition. 
 
Find more information here.  

https://visualnarratives.org/celebrating-emmie-arbel-the-colour-of-memory-in-the-2024-white-ravens-catalogue/


Yugoslav Wars Research Cluster 
Almasa and Anneli 

Since September 2023, Anneli Furmark 
has been collaborating with Almasa, a 
survivor of the Srebrenica violence. In 
September 2024, Anneli made a second 
trip to Sarajevo to meet Almasa in 
person, following a year of online 
interviews. The supportive relationship 
they’ve built is crucial to the research 
process, fostering a deeper emotional 
connection that will shape the 
storytelling and be reflected in the final 
narrative. 

 

 

 

 

Top Right: Pages from Anneli's sketchbook. 
Bottom Left: Pages from Anneli's sketchbook showing Almasa's cousins’ home in Srebrenica. 

Bottom Right: Srebrenica landscape, September 2024. 
Image credits: Anneli Furmark. 



Turtle Island Research Cluster 
Dorothy and Natasha 

Graphic artist Natasha Donovan has been working with Dorothy Visser, a survivor of 
residential school and the Turtle Island colonial genocide. Since November 2023, Natasha, 
Dorothy, and Research Cluster Co-Leads Dr. Shannon Leddy and Dr. Biz Nijdam have met 
several times to conduct interviews. Natasha is now working to complete the storyboards 
for the graphic novel about Dorothy's life and experiences.  

 

Duncan, Mike, and George 

Research Cluster Co-Lead Duncan McCue has been working with survivor George Kenny 
and his son Mike Auksi on an intergenerational survivor story titled 'Indians Do Cry: A 
Hockey Survivance Story.' The manuscript for this story is now complete and graphic artist 
Mangeshig is working on an accompanying visual narrative. 

 

Events & Programs 

Community Building 
Monthly Artist Cafe 

Each month, we invite the project artists to join us for a community check-in hosted by 
Miriam Libicki (Holocaust Research Cluster) and Raey Costain (SCVN Media Director). At our 
last Artist Café on October 10, Anneli Furmark (Yugoslav Wars Research Cluster) shared 
with attendees about her recent trip to Sarajevo. While there were several insights that 
emerged from the conversation, one in particular was how Anneli's own art practice guides 
how the story may develop. Anneli works primarily with watercolour, coloured pencils, and 
markers on paper before lettering the drawings digitally. Doing the work by hand has been, 
as Anneli put it, 'a lifeline.'  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Artist Café's provide the opportunity for the artists to identify struggles, to share 
progress, and to support one another. As many of the artists working with the SCVN project 
have not worked directly with survivors before, it is important to hold a supportive space 
for the learning process.  

 

 

 

 

 

Drawing by Raey Costain, October 2024. 



Resources 
Holocaust Education Teaching Resources 

We are very pleased to announce that a Holocaust education resource package created by 
SCVN co-director Dr. Andrea Webb and teachers from the UBC Teacher Education Program 
is now available for online viewing or download. This teaching package is intended to 
present teachers with the information they need to feel confident while engaging with 
stories of the Holocaust in their classrooms. Find more information on our website.  

https://visualnarratives.org/resources/#resources_teaching-materials


Presentations 
Visit to Vic High 

On October 2&3, SCVN co-director Dr. Charlotte Schallié visited Victoria High School (known 
as Vic High) to speak about creative work with Holocaust survivors within a human rights 
framework. Using the teaching materials created by SCVN co-director Dr. Andrea Webb, 
Charlotte worked with Georgina Hope and her ninth/tenth grade creative writing class to 
explore the possibilities of graphic narratives in learning about the Holocaust.  
 
Find more information about the class visit, including student reflections, here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students at Vic High, October 2024. Image credit Charlotte Schallié. 

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/butiliveresource/
https://visualnarratives.org/learning-about-the-holocaust-at-vic-high-reading-and-workshop-by-dr-charlotte-schallie/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reflection from a ninth grade student at Vic High, October 
2024.  



Webinars 
Our webinar series on the topic of 'Art and Testimony' is back with only a few sessions to 
go. On September 26, SCVN co-director Dr. Andrea Webb joined secondary school teach 
Alyssa Wood for a conversation about testimony, pedagogy, and visual storytelling.  
 
Our next webinar will take place on November 28. Please visit the UBC Public Humanities 
Hub website for registration details and updates.  

Our previous webinars in the series are available to watch available on the UBC-V Public 
Humanities Hub Youtube Channel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Artist Spotlight 

Nora Krug 
Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Nora Krug, who is starting her collaboration 
with our project this fall. An internationally acclaimed German-born author and illustrator, 
Nora has published several book-length visual narratives. Her graphic memoir Belonging: A 
German Reckons With History and Home won the 2018 National Book Critics Circle Award in 
Autobiography, and her most recent book, Diaries of War: Two Visual Accounts from Ukraine 
and Russia, was recognized as one of Germany’s Most Beautiful Books of 2024. Her editorial 

https://publichumanities.ubc.ca/events/art-and-testimony-webinar-mini-series-2024/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlccUIm9cMY&list=PLD4qpgyh1kvIOnRu-Gycltlk6gBrutOTU&ab_channel=UBC-VPublicHumanitiesHub
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlccUIm9cMY&list=PLD4qpgyh1kvIOnRu-Gycltlk6gBrutOTU&ab_channel=UBC-VPublicHumanitiesHub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memoir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Book_Critics_Circle_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Book_Critics_Circle_Award


illustrations have appeared in numerous periodicals, including The New Yorker, The New York 
Times, or The Guardian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nora is an Associate Professor of Illustration at the Parsons School of Design in New York. 
She holds an MFA in Illustration from the School of Visual Arts in New York. She is currently 
an artist-in-residence at Yale’s Fortunoff Video Archive, where she is conducting research of 
the survivors’ video and written testimonies. During her time on our project, she aims to 
produce a graphic novel based on her engagement with these archival sources. 
 
“I’m watching survivors' testimonies to look for universally shared themes on the subject of 
war and what it means to live with the trauma of war,” she describes her current work. She 
emphasizes that, in her new book project, she wants to “explore those universal, human 
themes across cultures, religions, and genocides.” Reflecting upon the main motivation 
behind her work, she says: “One of the central questions I’m exploring is whether it is ever 
possible to overcome the trauma of war.” To learn more about Nora’s work, please visit 
her website.  

Image Credit: Nora Krug 

https://fortunoff.library.yale.edu/2024/07/31/krug/
https://nora-krug.com/


Student Spotlight 

Ajnura Akbaš 
PhD candidate Ajnura Akbaš has been working as a community liaison with the Yugoslav 
Wars Research Cluster since 2023. She has played an integral role in the ongoing work 
between Almasa and Anneli, ensuring that Almasa is supported in her own language during 
the research process.  Ajnura represents the War Childhood Museum, an institution focused 
on the stories of children who have experienced wars and their enduring impact 
worldwide.  
 
In a recent interview with SCVN Media Director Raey Costain, Ajnura shared significant 
insights into the role of community liaison in survivor-centred work. Find the full 
interview here. 
 
Ajnura is currently completing her PhD in Gender Studies at the London School of 
Economics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://visualnarratives.org/the-pivotal-role-of-community-liaisons-in-survivor-centred-work/
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Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

Follow our social media accounts for project updates and stories: 

• Instagram: @survivorvisualnarratives 

• Facebook: Survivor-Centred Visual Narratives 

• LinkedIn: Survivor-Centred Visual Narratives 

Submit stories and updates to commsvisual@uvic.ca to be featured on our social media 
and blog 

Tag us in your content for a re-share! 

https://holocaustgraphicnovels.us21.list-manage.com/profile?u=9159fb1bbfcb8daa24c28826d&id=0591d155a6&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=31f2690811
https://holocaustgraphicnovels.us21.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=9159fb1bbfcb8daa24c28826d&id=0591d155a6&t=b&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=31f2690811
https://www.instagram.com/survivorvisualnarratives/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61550160505460
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/survivor-centred-visual-narratives
mailto:commsvisual@uvic.ca
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61550160505460
mailto:commsvisual@uvic.ca
https://www.instagram.com/survivorvisualnarratives/?hl=en

