
 

Dear all,  

Since our last newsletter, there has been outstanding work in knowledge mobilization and 
outreach by our artists, Research Cluster Co-Leads, and Co-Directors. Through your hard 
work, creativity, and passion, we have not only shared our project with broader 
communities but also deepened our connections with key stakeholders, partners, and 
audiences. These efforts have been instrumental in advancing our vision of survivor-
centered participatory action research and extending the reach of our work. 

As we continue to evolve and make strides towards this vision, we are delighted to share a 
moment of celebration and recognition. The Turtle Island Research Cluster Co-Lead 
Duncan McCue has been awarded a Canada Council for the Arts (CCA) grant to expand the 
production of the graphic novel 'Indians Do Cry: A Hockey Survivance Story' to over one 
hundred pages. Moreover, the Holocaust Research Cluster was awarded the Department 
of Canadian Heritage’s National Holocaust Remembrance Program grant to expand on our 
important work on teaching about the Holocaust and antisemitism in Canada. The road to 
receiving these grants has been one of collaboration and hard work, and this achievement 
is a testament to the passion, innovation, and dedication that each of you brings to our 
project. We want to express our heartfelt thanks to everyone involved in making this 
possible—your contributions have led us to this exciting moment. 



 

 

  

Project Updates 
 

 Over the past year of the survivor and artist collaborations, many of the artists 
have expanded their work beyond the initial 30-page graphic novels. Through internal 
and external funding, we have supported an additional 10 to 30 pages, with some artists 
producing long-form graphic narratives. We are grateful for the ongoing support of our 
Research Cluster Co-Leads to facilitate funding, and to the graphic artists for honouring 
the experiences of survivors and developing more comprehensive narratives of their 
experiences. 
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We also gratefully acknowledge that both survivors and artists continue to be deeply 
committed to doing this work with one another in close partnership. Over the last few 
months, several artist-survivor teams have completed their storyboards and are working 
toward a manuscript submission deadline later this year. 
 
There are so many things to be proud of—from the challenges we’ve overcome to the 
milestones we’ve reached— thank you all for your continued commitment, dedication, and 
passion. We have accomplished so much, and, as we enter Year 4 together, we look 
forward to collaborating and planning for our next phase of developing educational 
resources, exhibitions and supporting knowledge mobilization in both academic and public 
venues. 
 
With all good wishes,  

Charlotte Schallié, Andrea Webb, and Jennifer Sauter  

 



Rwanda Research Cluster 
Interviews in Belgium 

The trip to Belgium followed on from an initial meeting of the team in Rwanda in March 2023, 
which was funded through an International Science Partnerships Fund (ISPF) and Scottish 
Council Funding (SCF) grant from the University of Aberdeen. This prior Rwanda trip was 
intended for the artists and researchers to connect with survivors and local partner 
organizations and to offer immersion in the country’s history, culture, and landscapes. This 
allowed for the second meeting, in Belgium, to be dedicated to project interviews and 
contextualization. Based in the quiet setting of a hotel on the border of the Meuse River, the 
team spent five days interviewing and filmmaking, offering space for both in-depth 
conversations and reflection between interviews.  

 

 
Graphic artists Joëlle Épée Mandengue (Elyon's) (left) and Michel Kichka (right) in 
conversation in Brussels, Belgium in fall 2024. Photo credit: Fransiska Louwagie. 



Building on these conversations, further film footage and visual references for the graphic 
novels were created in situ in Rwanda in December 2024, when the survivors took filmmaker 
Marc Ellison to some of the key places that feature in their testimony. We hope that initial 
drawings and films will be available this summer and anticipate sharing a blog post with both 
artists in the summer newsletter to discuss their experience with the project so far. 

 

Iraq & Syria Research Cluster 

Akram and Tobi 

As announced and illustrated in the previous newsletter, Tobi Dahmen has completed the 
storyboard and is in the process of illustrating and refining the graphic narrative. In preparation 
for publication, the title has also been drafted: 'Al-Faẓia’- یع افلظ  – the Horror: Surviving Assad’s 
Prisons'. 

Above: Working title for the upcoming graphic novel by Tobi Dahmen and 
Akram al-Saud, January 2025. 



It is important to note that since the fall of the Bashar al-Assad regime on December 8, 2024, 
Syria has opened up to the world again, and the international community has begun to learn 
more about the oppression and injustices of the regime. 

SCVN and our project partners at the Centre for Global Studies co-hosted a webinar on April 2 
for Akram and Tobi to discuss their collaboration, in conversation with Research Cluster Co-
Lead, Dr. Uğur Ümit Üngör, and Project Director, Dr. Charlotte Schallié. We are grateful to 
Akram, who joined the session from Aleppo, Syria, as we discussed the difficulties of 
representing imprisonment and torture, and how graphic narratives can help survivors of mass 
violence find a voice. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Trip to Germany 

For the collaboration with our Yezidi survivor, Research Cluster Co-Lead Kjell Anderson recently 
travelled to Germany to meet with the survivor, graphic artist Birgit Weyhe and community 
liaison Leyla Ferman. While Leyla, Birgit and the survivor have been able meet locally, this was 
their first in-person meeting as a team with Kjell. They connected over a few days, and Birgit 
generously invited them for a studio visit.  
 
We would also like to extend our gratitude to the Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport, 
as they supported the Iraq & Syria Research Cluster with funding for the publications of Tobi 
and Birgit's graphic novels. 

In-progress page from Akram's story by Tobi Dahmen (Spring, 2025). 



Holocaust Research Cluster 

Upcoming Documentary Film 

We are thrilled to announce that the trailer for ‘A Rose in Plain Sight’, a short documentary 
directed by Chorong Kim, is available to view on our SCVN YouTube channel. The film offers an 
intimate glimpse into the creative journey of collaboration between Holocaust child survivor 
Rose Lipszyc, graphic artist Miriam Libicki, and editors Mark Celinscak and Charlotte Schallié.  

At the heart of the documentary is Rose Lipszyc’s story of survival through the Holocaust. Born 
in Poland, Rose was ten years old when the Nazi invasion of 1939 irrevocably changed her 
world. In a series of interviews, Rose shares her testimony, reflecting on her escape during 
deportation in 1942 and her experiences as a forced laborer in Nazi Germany.  
 
The documentary short film will be released on our SCVN YouTube channel in 2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

Trailer for 'A Rose in Plain Sight' by Chorong Kim released on December 3, 2024.  

https://www.youtube.com/@survivorvisualnarratives
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oUCXVxE60g


 
Interview with Nora Krug 

On November 14, SCVN Research Assistant Lucie Kotesovska interviewed with graphic artist 
Nora Krug. Through the project, she is currently an artist-in-residence at Yale University's 
Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies, conducting research on Holocaust survivors’ 
video interviews, written testimonies, and archival sources to produce a graphic novel. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this interview, Nora discussed her current research and the format of her next book. She also 
reflected on the potential of visual narratives to communicate survivors' experiences and 
whether it is ever possible to overcome the trauma of war. 
 
"What I'm interested in as an artist and a writer is to bring out the complexities and the subtleties 
and focus on narratives that can be difficult to confront, because they're uncomfortable or because 
they don't fit into our conventional understanding of war or of the Holocaust." 
 
Read the full interview here. 
 

 

 

 

VHS tapes in the Yale's Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies. 
Photo credit: Stephen Naron and Nick Porter. 

https://visualnarratives.org/into-the-fortunoff-video-archives-with-nora-krug/


 
Gustav Heinemann Peace Prize 

Barbara Yelin was awarded the annual Gustav Heinemann Peace Prize for children’s and young 
adult books by the Centre for Civic Education of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia for 'Emmie 
Arbel. The Colour of Memory' on November 29, 2024. 
 

 

 

 

The Gustav Heinemann Peace Prize honours books that encourage children and young people 
to work for human rights, non-violent forms of conflict resolution, the integration of minorities 
and a peaceful coexistence. It is the most important peace policy prize for children’s and young 
adult literature in German-speaking countries. 

Barbara Yelin and Emmie Arbel presenting a reading from 'Emmie Arbel. 
The Colour of Memory'. Photo credit: MKW NRW / Meike Schrömbgens. 

https://www.politische-bildung.nrw.de/publikationen/heinemann-preis
https://www.politische-bildung.nrw.de/publikationen/heinemann-preis
https://reprodukt.com/products/emmie-arbel-die-farbe-der-erinnerung?_pos=1&_sid=e8b36a968&_ss=r
https://reprodukt.com/products/emmie-arbel-die-farbe-der-erinnerung?_pos=1&_sid=e8b36a968&_ss=r
https://reprodukt.com/products/emmie-arbel-die-farbe-der-erinnerung?_pos=1&_sid=e8b36a968&_ss=r
https://reprodukt.com/products/emmie-arbel-die-farbe-der-erinnerung?_pos=1&_sid=e8b36a968&_ss=r


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

National Holocaust Remembrance Program Funding  

Our funding application to the National Holocaust Remembrance Program has been successful, 
and Charlotte Schallié, Andrea Webb, Mark Celinscak, and Jennifer Sauter will receive $129,769 
over five years to support the project 'Developing Trauma-Informed Teaching Resources and 
Outreach Activities for Arts-Based Survivor Testimonies'. 
 
The project will develop open-access educational resources, learning activities (in-person and 
online) and an art exhibition to accompany two non-fiction graphic novels by award-winning 
artist Miriam Libicki: 'A Kind of Resistance' (published in the anthology 'But I Live', New Jewish 
Press, 2022) and 'Two Roses' (New Jewish Press, 2025). 

Announcement of Gustav Heinemann Peace Prize for 2024, including previous winners, here. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/multiculturalism-anti-racism/national-holocaust-remembrance-program.html
https://www.uvic.ca/humanities/info-for/faculty-staff/announcements/new-funding-for-holocaust-education.php
https://www.uvic.ca/humanities/info-for/faculty-staff/announcements/new-funding-for-holocaust-education.php
https://visualnarratives.org/gustav-heinemann-peace-prize-awarded-to-barbara-yelin-for-emmie-arbel-the-color-of-memory-nov-29-2024/


The funding will allow the Holocaust Research Cluster to deepen and expand our current 
teaching resources. We will create innovative evidence-based educational tools to help 
Canadian high school teachers apply a human rights framework and integrate Holocaust 
education into the secondary school curriculum. Additionally, we will provide in-person teacher 
training workshops in underserved communities such as St. John's, Newfoundland and 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
 

Yugoslav Wars Research Cluster 

Almasa and Anneli 

Since visiting Sarajevo in September 2024 to interview with survivor Almasa Salihović, graphic 
artist Anneli Furmark has been working through an expanded narrative and is nearing the 
completion of the graphic novel for spring 2025. 
 
During this trip, interviews with Almasa and Anneli were filmed by director Bojan Hadžiabdić, 
who continues to work on the short documentary film about their collaboration on the project. 
It centers on Almasa's experiences as a child survivor of the Srebrenica genocide in 1995, where 
she lost her older brother as more than 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were executed by 
Serb forces in an act of genocide.  
 

Turtle Island Research Cluster 

Dorothy and Natasha 

Graphic artist Natasha Donovan has been working with Dorothy Visser, a survivor of residential 
school and the Turtle Island colonial genocide. Natasha and Dorothy met with Research Cluster 
Co-Leads Shannon Leddy and Biz Nijdam in March to go over the first drafts together and 
consult with Dorothy. Natasha is now working to complete the storyboards for the graphic 
novel about Dorothy's life and experiences. Additionally, the documentary film by Andy Rutter 
is also in progress and we look forward to sharing the trailer soon. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Draft of first page for graphic novel about residential school survivor 

Dorothy Visser. Drawn by Natasha Donovan, February 2025. 



Canada Council for the Arts Grant  

Turtle Island Research Cluster Co-Lead Duncan McCue has been awarded a Canada Council for 
the Arts (CCA) grant of $57,900 to expand the production of the graphic novel 'Indians Do Cry: A 
Hockey Survivance Story' to over one hundred pages. McCue is collaborating with survivor 
George Kenny and his son Mike Auksi on an intergenerational survivor story, exploring the 
impacts of Indian Residential Schools, intergenerational trauma, and the healing power of the 
game of hockey. 
 
The project is entitled "Graphic Art in Genocide and Human Rights (Turtle Island Cluster)”, and 
is being funded through the Creating, Knowing and Sharing: The Arts and Cultures of First 
Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples program of the CCA. 
 
The grant funds will be used to compensate Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley for an additional 70 
pages of artwork and McCue for his extra time involved in research, interviewing and 
authorship of the extended text. Funds will also be used for research materials, travel and 
counselling, if necessary. 
 
Find information about the funding announcement here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draft of first page for graphic novel about residential school 
survivor Dorothy Visser. Drawn by Natasha Donovan, February 

2025. 

George Kenny, preliminary drawing by Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley,  
December 2024. 

https://canadacouncil.ca/
https://canadacouncil.ca/
https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants/creating-knowing-sharing
https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants/creating-knowing-sharing
https://visualnarratives.org/turtle-island-research-cluster-co-lead-duncan-mccue-awarded-57900-canada-council-for-the-arts-grant/


 

 

 

Events & Programs 

Community Building 
Monthly Artist Café 

Each month, we invite the project artists to join us for an artist-only community check-in hosted 
by Miriam Libicki (Holocaust Research Cluster) and Jennifer Sauter (Project Manager). In our 
November Artist Café, Tobi Dahmen (Iraq & Syria Research Cluster) shared initial storyboard 
drawings.  

As she nears completion of her graphic novel, Miriam shared her research with 3-D modelling 
locations and colourful narratives in the December Artist Café. 

 

Mike Auksi, preliminary drawing by Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley, 
December 2024. 



 

 
Above: Draft storyboard from Tobi Dahmen, January 2025. 

Below: Full-colour panel from 'Two Roses', by Miriam Libicki, January 
2025. 



Our latest session on February 6 featured Natasha Donovan (Turtle Island Research Cluster), 
who recently drafted her storyboard narrative about residential school survivor Dorothy Visser. 

The Artist Cafés provide the opportunity for the artists to identify struggles, to share progress, 
and to support one another. As many of the artists working with the SCVN project have not 
worked directly with survivors before, it is important to hold a supportive space for the learning 
process.  

 

 

HUMA 180: Humanities Undergraduate Practicum 

In the fall 2024, we welcomed three first-year students from the University of Victoria’s HUMA 
180 class to participate in a practicum with the project. The class is a Dean’s Seminar course 
that introduces Humanities students to current research and researchers through three-week 
long practicums experience. During October and November, Claire Fenton, Henri Jefferis, and 
Kate Kristianson completed twelve hours of training and practice. 

Under the guidance of Project Director Charlotte Schallié, Project Manager Jennifer Sauter, and 
Research Assistant Lucie Kotesovska, the students were introduced to the context and protocol 
of webinar transcription. Their primary task was to select a webinar from the SCVN’s ‘Art and 
Testimony Webinar Series’ and provide a transcription under the joint supervision of Jennifer 
and Lucie. Throughout the practicum, students had the opportunity to engage with team 
members during check-in meetings, sharing experiences and discussing challenges. 

On November 26, Claire, Henri, and Kate presented their research and reflected on its 
humanistic value during a poster presentation for their classmates in HUMA 180. Their 

Preliminary drawing of residential school survivor Dorothy Visser by Natasha 
Donovan, February 2025. 



participation in the project proved enriching for all involved and provided essential support for 
our ongoing effort to share our research with public. 

We are grateful for the effort, enthusiasm, and contributions of Claire, Henri, and Kate, and we 
look forward to continuing this valuable collaboration with future practicum students.  

For more information about the students' HUMA 180 practicum experience, click here. 

 

 

Resources 

Holocaust Education German Teaching Resources 

In addition to our English Educators' Resources for 'But I Live', we are very pleased to share 
that the German Holocaust education resources created by Nicole Reed are now available as a 
PDF for online viewing or download. These teaching resources were developed to accompany 
the exhibit of 'But I Live. Remembering the Holocaust' and to enhance students’ engagement 
and experience of the exhibit and graphic novel. We also anticipate sharing a French translation 
of the teaching resources soon. Find more information on our website.  

Kate presenting her HUMA 180 practicum experience with SCVN to the class. Image credit: Ziming Dong. 

https://visualnarratives.org/first-year-practicum-experience-with-scvn-fall-2024/
https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/butiliveresource/
https://visualnarratives.org/resources/educationalresources/


Presentations 

Visit to Emily Carr University of Arts + Design 

This year’s International Holocaust Remembrance Day (January 27) marked the 80th 
anniversary of the Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp liberation. In commemoration of 
this event, the Emily Carr University of Art + Design (ECU) hosted a talk to recognize victims of 
the Holocaust and its impact on survivors. Project Director Charlotte Schallié was invited to 
discuss the graphic novel ‘But I Live: Three Stories of Child Survivors of the Holocaust’ with the 
ECU community, including students, faculty, and staff. 

Find more information about the event here. 

 

 

 

From left to right: Éléonore Goldberg, Alan Goldman, Miriam Libicki, Charlotte Schallié, Lee 
Gilad and Randy Lee Cutler at the Emily Carr University of Art + Design, February 12, 2025.   

https://visualnarratives.org/emily-carr-university-hosts-dr-charlotte-schallie-remembering-the-holocaust-80-years-after-the-liberation-of-auschwitz-feb-12-2025/


Canadian Museum of Human Rights 

On January 29, Co-Director Andrea Webb discussed the ways that educators can bring 
Holocaust education into the classroom with respect and consideration. She was joined by 
Ashley Groff, Interpretive Program Developer from the Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
(CMHR), the institutional host and project partner. Webinar participants were provided with 
resources that support Holocaust education, teaching about genocides, and teaching about 
human rights. Educators also learned where to seek support and left with tools to help them 
teach students Holocaust‐related content according to their provincial or territorial mandate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12th Biennial Shafran Teachers’ Conference 

On February 14, the Vancouver Holocaust 
Education Centre (VHEC) hosted the one-day 
'12th Biennial Shafran Teachers’ Conference'. 
This year’s conference, entitled 'Teaching the 
Holocaust: Multiple Perspectives and Best 
Practices in Holocaust Education', focused on 
providing teachers in various disciplines with 
new teaching resources to support Holocaust 
education in the classroom. 
 
SCVN Co-Director Andrea Webb presented 
about the Educators’ Resource for the graphic 
novel 'But I Live: Three Stories of Child 
Survivors of the Holocaust' to further support 
educators’ confidence and engagement in 
Holocaust education.  

 

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/butiliveresource/


 

‘Relational Memory, Shared Authority and Reciprocity in the Making of 
Barbara Yelin’s Emmie Arbel: The Colour of Memory' 

On February 24, Charlotte Schallié 
visited the University of Toronto to 
present on ‘Relational Memory, 
Shared Authority and Reciprocity in 
the Making of Barbara Yelin’s 
Emmie Arbel: The Colour of 
Memory‘. 
 
In this presentation, Charlotte 
discussed her arts-based 
collaborative research with graphic 
novelist Barbara Yelin and 
Holocaust child survivor Emmie 
Arbel. Their work together resulted 
in two publications, the most recent 
one being 'Emmie Arbel. The 
Colour of Memory' (2023), co-
edited with Alexander Korb. 
Barbara Yelin’s graphic novel 
expands Arbel’s seven-page 
witness testimony into a book-
length graphic narrative inviting us 
to reconsider the role of creative 
practice in gathering and 
representing living memory. As a published graphic novel, 'Emmie Arbel. The Colour of 
Memory' is a multi-genre creation. It is a collaborative piece of scholarship based on mutual 
care and relationship building, an artistic rendering of a life narrative, and an artwork that 
documents creative practice as research. 

 

 



Webinars 

'The Art of Comics-Engaged Research' 
 
On November 28, SCVN Media Director Raey Costain and PhD candidate Cal Smith presented 
their PhD research in an 'Art and Testimony Webinar Series' session entitled: 'The Art of 
Comics-Engaged Research'. Their research focuses on how visual methods such as comic 
drawing have a unique capacity to explore and document human stories in the past and 
present. In conversation with Mary Chapman (UBC), they challenged some of the traditional 
terminology applied to art and aesthetics and the renewed intent and attention to the value of 
overlooked practices such as doodling and sketching. We hope you enjoyed the opportunity to 
engage in a reflective “scribble comic” activity during the session! 

 

 

 

 
This webinar, and the full 'Art and Testimony Webinar Series', is available to watch on the UBC-V 
Public Humanities Hub YouTube Channel. 

 

 

Screenshot from the 'The Art of Comics-Engaged Research' webinar with Raey 
Costain and Cal Smith on November 28, 2024.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlccUIm9cMY&list=PLD4qpgyh1kvIOnRu-Gycltlk6gBrutOTU&ab_channel=UBC-VPublicHumanitiesHub
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlccUIm9cMY&list=PLD4qpgyh1kvIOnRu-Gycltlk6gBrutOTU&ab_channel=UBC-VPublicHumanitiesHub


Student Spotlight 

Jessica Botts 
From transcribing interviews to navigating the archives, Research Assistant Jessica Botts had an 
instrumental role in the process of developing ‘Two Roses’, the graphic novel created by Miriam 
Libicki in collaboration with Holocaust survivor Rose Lipszyc.  
 
Jessica Botts is currently a graduate student pursuing a Master's Degree in Environmental 
History at University of Nebraska Omaha, with a minor focus in Native American Studies. She is 
also a US Navy Veteran who has lived in and been deployed to several countries. Jessica joined 
the SCVN project in September 2023, and worked closely with Research Cluster Co-Lead, 
historian Mark Celinscak, and graphic artist Miriam Libicki. 

 
 



As a Research Assistant, Jessica transcribed interviews between Miriam and Rose and 
researched throughout historical archives for specific information and materials for Miriam to 
consult. To prepare her research findings for Miriam, she created PowerPoint presentations 
with a selection of historical images and notes describing historical sources and translations. 
The collection of images provided a visual reference for Miriam to develop her graphic 
narrative. 
 
On behalf of the SCVN team, we sincerely thank Jessica for her hard work and dedication. Your 
contribution was essential to supporting the Holocaust Research Cluster and telling Rose 
Lipszyc’s story as closely as possible to her testimony. 
 
Jessica’s full reflection on her journey is featured in our blog. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://visualnarratives.org/student-feature-jessica-botts/
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