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SURVIVOR-CENTRED
VISUAL NARRATIVES Summer 2025 Newsletter

Dear all,

The summer months of 2025 have seen the culmination of many ongoing activities, with
bursts of creativity and outputs across all of the five Research Clusters. Public-facing
activities include exhibits of original artwork, creating documentary short films, completing
graphic narratives, and attending the Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the Royal
Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) Trippenhuis in Amsterdam, hosted by
our project partner, the NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies.

Some of the graphic artists have begun to showcase preliminary drawings and original
artwork at special exhibits in their local communities. This includes exhibits of character
sketches by Jared Muralt in Bern (Switzerland), Bosnian landscapes by Anneli Furmark in
Oulu (Finland), and a selection of comic panels by Tobi Dahmen in Wiesbaden (Germany).
The ability to share emerging artwork, showing process and drafts, conveys the
importance of trust-based relationship building between graphic artist and survivor.

The summer months have also been an exceptionally busy time for our project
filmmakers. Marc Ellison’s short documentaries, produced by the Rwanda Research
Cluster, were completed in the spring, with ‘Why We Dance’ featuring survivor Jerome
Irankunda and a second film pending release. Both the Yugoslav Wars and the Turtle
Island Research Clusters recently released their first two short documentaries: ‘Almasa’s
Story’ by Bojan HadZiabdi¢ and ‘Kokum Dorothy’s Story’ by Andrew Rutter. Furthermore,
filming for the Iraq and Syria documentaries are entering post-production this fall. We are



immensely grateful to our dedicated team of filmmakers, project partners, and Research
Cluster Co-Leads for their community-engaged, trauma-informed approach to filmmaking.

We are honoured to have facilitated the creation of three graphic novels this summer and
early fall: Miriam Libicki and Rose Lipszyc's ‘Two Roses,’ Tobi Dahmen and Akram Al Saud’s
'Al-Fazia’ @ L) - The Horror: Surviving Syria’s Prisons,” and Anneli Furmark and Almasa
Salihovi¢’s ‘As Long As We Are Together.” Charlotte Schallié has been working with each
Research Cluster team to prepare the final manuscripts for publication in 2026 (in English,
German, and French editions).

The highlight of the summer has been our Annual General Meeting in Amsterdam, which
launched with Tobi Dahmen and Akram Al Saud’s live reading of select pages of 'Al-Fazia’
&Ll - The Horror: Surviving Syria’s Prisons’ at SPUI25 (‘Visualizing Survivors' Voices'). The
AGM brought together our vibrant international research community in the heart of
Amsterdam for three days of dynamic and inspiring exchange. We are incredibly grateful to
Kees Ribbens, Ugur Umit Ungor, and Elissa Boghosian for welcoming us in a city known for
its openness and creativity. The AGM program was designed to foster meaningful dialogue
and collaboration across disciplinary boundaries. We also explored emerging pathways for
public-facing initiatives and strategies as well as cross-cluster research collaborations.

We are excited and proud to celebrate the recent research funding success of Shannon
Leddy and Biz Nijdam (Turtle Island Research Cluster). Shannon and Biz co-direct ‘Visual
Storytelling in the Indigenous North,” a three-year, Indigenous-led initiative that connects
storytellers, artists, and scholars from across the Circumpolar North to share stories of
Indigenous survivance through comics, documentary film, podcasts, and digital media
(funded by a SSHRC Partnership Development Grant).

As we wrap up our summer activities and transition into fall, we look forward to facilitating
the completion of three more graphic narratives and short documentaries. We also
anticipate another public-facing webinar series hosted by the UBC Public Humanities Hub.
Stay tuned!

With all good wishes,

Charlotte Schallié¢, Andrea Webb, and Jennifer Sauter



Project Updates

Since the spring, many Research Clusters have engaged in the production of documentary
short films and completed final manuscripts. From coordinating on-site filming, considering
editorial feedback, and finalizing production of both the film and trailer, we are delighted to
share that there are two films available for viewing on our SCVN YouTube Channel, three

completed but unreleased, and two in post-production this fall. We are also honoured to have
final manuscripts for ‘Two Roses,” 'Al-Fazia’ ¢ 18 - The Horror: Surviving Syria’s Prisons,” and
‘As Long As We Are Together.’

Rwanda Research Cluster

Rwanda Short Documentary Films

The Rwanda short documentary films were filmed in the fall of 2024 in Brussels, Belgium, with
additional footage taken from an earlier meeting in Rwanda in March of 2023. Filmmaker Marc
Ellison filmed and directed both of the Rwanda films, ‘Why We Dance’ and ‘A Compassionate
Heart,” which feature interviews with survivors of the 1994 genocide engaging with graphic
artists Joélle Epée Mandengue and Michel Kichka. A trailer for 'Why We Dance' is available for
viewing on our SCVN YouTube here, and we anticipate sharing the film later this year.

WHY WE DANCE

Still from the film 'Why We Dance' featuring survivor Jerome Irankunda, by Marc Ellison (2025).


https://www.youtube.com/@survivorvisualnarratives
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAe5d6evLEk

Iraq & Syria Research Cluster

Akram and Tobi

The Research Cluster focusing on Syria is delighted to be submitting the full manuscript to the
publisher. Both the English and the German versions are ready for publication. The title of the
graphic novel needed some work to reflect the Syria-specific nature of the project, while

keeping it accessible to the broader public. The title now stands as: 'Al-Fazia’ & L% - The Horror:
Surviving Syria’s Prisons.

Irag Documentary Film

After very thoughtful consideration, our Yezidi survivor has decided to participate in the
documentary film anonymously. Leyla Ferman coordinated the filming days with
cinematographer Olaf Markmann, outlining the schedule to film with graphic artist Birgit
Weyhe on July 1 and 2, at Birgit's artist studio and with our project partner at the Bergen-Belsen
Memorial (see below). In addition to Olaf and Leyla, Research Cluster Co-Lead Kjell Anderson
joined for off-camera interviews with the survivor to help us better understand their

experiences and potentially be included in the project archive. We're excited to share more as
the film is developed.

Filming on at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial on July 2, 2025. Photo credit: Kjell Anderson.



Holocaust Research Cluster

Documentary Films Released

The Holocaust Research Cluster's short documentary films are now available to view on
our SCVN YouTube Channel. Both films were directed by Chorong Kim, offering an intimate

glimpse into the creative journey of collaboration between Holocaust child survivors and
graphic artists. The film A Rose in Plain Sight focuses on survivor Rose Lipszyc and graphic artist
Miriam Libicki's collaboration, and The Apothecarian's Boy presents survivor Klaus Zwilsky

and graphic artist Gilad Seliktar.

Still image of Gilad Seliktar drawing Klaus Zwilskyfrom 'The Apothecarian's Boy," by Chorong Kim (2024).

Publication of Two Roses

The next book to be published in the Holocaust Research Cluster has entered the copy-editing
phase. Two Roses: A Story of Deception and Determination in Nazi Germany by Miriam Libicki and
Rose Lipszyc, co-edited by Mark Celinscak and Charlotte Schallié, and with a foreword by

Timothy Snyder, is scheduled for publication in February 2026. A webinar discussing the book



https://www.youtube.com/@survivorvisualnarratives
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F8WmqBpDRJTo%3Fsi%3DaMEaXpfm99vTwabn&data=05%7C02%7Cpmvisual%40uvic.ca%7C692fc62d50104bbaa49c08dde02b09df%7C9c61d3779894427cb13b1d6a51662b4e%7C0%7C0%7C638913197666332460%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aTy2qWFsAEA1uzkaUYrfD%2FhHp9VqZqiUs4MtHxrZlC0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJO1ei9U6uo
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Futpdistribution.com%2F9781487559199%2Ftwo-roses%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cpmvisual%40uvic.ca%7C692fc62d50104bbaa49c08dde02b09df%7C9c61d3779894427cb13b1d6a51662b4e%7C0%7C0%7C638913197666313235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LMwSugBIt9YvYggyQL0mIAYE5iy%2FkzBP4ViNfgtbtdI%3D&reserved=0

was recently hosted by Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies. The webinar
featured Miriam, Rose, Charlotte, and Mark, and can be viewed here.

WHAT A
BEAUTIFUL
WORLD.

AND NO PLACE
FORUS INIT.

Panel from the upcoming graphic novel Two Roses by Miriam Libicki and Rose Lipszyc (2025).

Yugoslav Wars Research Cluster

Almasa's Story

Since visiting Sarajevo in September 2024 to interview survivor Almasa Salihovic, graphic artist
Anneli Furmark has been working through an expanded graphic narrative which she completed
this summer. The final manuscript has been submitted, and we look forward to sharing the
publication timeline soon. Additionally, the documentary short film 'Almasa’'s Story' by Bojan
Hadziabdic is complete and expected to be released online in early 2026.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=Pc2zg1AIimwYJK3z&v=sLQNbkiNwdQ&feature=youtu.be

RuzZica’s Last Summer

Jared Muralt continues to collaborate with survivor RuZzica, and the first concept drawings and
sketches from the graphic novel 'RuZzica’s Last Summer' were featured at an exhibit hosted by
the Berner Design Foundation. See more in the Exhibits section and on our blog.

Turtle Island Research Cluster

Partnership Development Grant: 'Visual Storytelling in the Indigenous
North'

Turtle Island Research Cluster Co-Leads Shannon Leddy and Biz Nijdam have successfully
acquired additional funding for the three-year Partnership Development Grant ‘Visual
Storytelling in the Indigenous North."' The Indigenous-led project will expand upon SCVN's
methodology by connecting storytellers, artists, and scholars from across the Circumpolar
North to share stories of Indigenous survivance through comics, documentary film, podcasts,
and digital media.

THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Popular Media for Social Change
Research Excellence Cluster



https://us21.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=12928555#Events%20&%20Programs
https://visualnarratives.org/yugoslav-exhibit-ruzicas-jared-muralt-2025/

Filming for Documentary Short Completed

In June, the Turtle Island Research Cluster completed filming for a short documentary

film directed by Andy Rutter. The film features conversations between Indian Residential School
survivor Dorothy Anne Visser (Cree) and Métis illustrator Natasha Donovan about their
upcoming graphic novel, 'We Can Still Sing and Dance: Kokum Dorothy’s Story.' More
information and photos from the filming can be found here on UBC's Pop Culture Cluster
website.

Dorothy Visser(left), Natasha Donovan (centre) and Andy Rutter (right) reviewing sketches and
filming. Photo credit: Elizabeth Nijdam, 2025.


https://pop-culture.arts.ubc.ca/turtle-island-cluster-wraps-up-filming-for-documentary-short/

Events & Programs

Community Building

Monthly Artist Café

Each month, we invite the project artists to join us for an artist-only community check-in hosted
by Miriam Libicki (Holocaust Research Cluster) and Jennifer Sauter (Project Manager). Our
spring sessions were held on March 6 with Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley (Turtle Island Research
Cluster), on May 15 with Birgit Weyhe (Iraq & Syria Research Cluster), and on June 12 with Joélle
Epée Mandengue (Rwanda Research Cluster).

The Artist Cafés continue to offer a space for the project artists to identify struggles, share
progress, and support one another. The summer session also proved essential in providing
supportive feedback as artists worked through the challenges of confidentiality and refining
their narratives.

Preliminary drawing of umbuko seeds and flower by Joélle Epée Mandengue, June 2025.



Annual General Meeting 2025: Knowledge Mobilization

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) was hosted by the Iraq/Syria Research Cluster Co-Leads
Kees Ribbens and Ugur Umit Ungér, with support from Research Assistant Elissa Boghosian, at
the NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust, and Genocide Studies in Amsterdam, Netherlands. We
brought together our Research Cluster Co-Leads from June 18 to 20 to discuss knowledge
mobilization, partner engagement, and plans for the second half of the project. In addition to
the public event at SPUI25, we hosted guest speakers from local partners, including Steven
Segers, Executive Director of EuroClio; teacher trainer Rob Verheijen; Director of Public
Engagement and Education at Kazerne Dossin, Adriaan Baccaert; and Bas Kortholt, curator and

researcher at Westerbork Memorial. Highlights from the AGM will be featured in the blog this
fall.

Annual General Meeting at the Royal Netherlands Academy of the Arts and Sciences’ (KNAW)
Trippenhuis with introduction by Kees Ribbens June 18-20, 2025. Photo credit: Jennifer Sauter.
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Annual General Meeting workshops at the Royal Netherlands Academy of the Arts and Sciences’ (KNAW)
presentation by Steven Segers (left) and workshop with Rob Verheijen (right). Photo credit: lennifer Sauter.

Honourable Mention for Open Scholarship Awards

Dr. Andrea Webb (University of British Columbia), SCVN Project Co-Director, received an
Honourable Mention at the 2025 Open Scholarship Awards for creating the 'But I

Live Educators’ Resource.' The Awards spotlight academic work that engages with places
beyond the academy. The 'ButI Live Educators’ Resource' can be found at the following link.

In Memory of David Schaffer

It is with deep sadness that we
acknowledge the passing of David
Schaffer 2"l —devoted husband,
beloved father, and proud grandfather.
Our heartfelt condolences go out to his
entire family. Ilona Shulman

Spaar, Miriam Libicki, and Charlotte
Schallié have written and shared a
eulogy to David on our website.

David Schaffer at the first in-person meeting with
Miriam and Charlotte at the Emily Carr University

of Art + Design on January 2, 2020.
Photo credit: Dr. Charlotte Schallié.



https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/butiliveresource/
https://visualnarratives.org/in-loving-memory-of-david-schaffer-1931-2025/

Resources

Art and Testimony Toolkit Launch

The Art and Testimony webinar series, which ran from January to November 2024, was the
second webinar series co-hosted with the Survivor-Centred Visual Narratives project and the
UBC-V's Public Humanities Hub. We're pleased to announce the release of the webinar toolkit
at the following link. The toolkit is based on the webinar's six sessions and explores the
intersection of art and testimony. It includes links to recordings, notes, commentary,
illustrations, and quotes that complement each webinar.
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Kate presenting her HUMA 180 practicum experience with SCVN to the class. Image credit: Ziming Dong.

‘Research Tootkit

Presentations

Jewish Museum Berlin - Student Workshops

The graphic novel about the survival of Klaus Zwilsky in the Jewish Hospital Berlin during the
Second World War is nearing completion as Gilad Seliktar works through the final pages. In
conjunction with this project, Aubrey Pomerance, Head of Archives at the Jewish Museum
Berlin, where the Zwilsky family collection is held, and Charlotte Schallié, Research Cluster Lead
and Co-Director, conducted two workshops with university students in the museum’s Academy
Building on June 10, 2025. More details are available on the blog.


https://sites.google.com/view/artandtestimonytoolkit/home?authuser=0

'Visualizing Survivors' Voices' at SPIU25

Tobi Dahmen and Akram Al Saud read the first section of their forthcoming graphic novel (seen
below), 'Al-Fazia’ g Ll - The Horror: Surviving Syria’s Prisons,' at SPUI25, Amsterdam on June 18
as part of the welcome event for the Annual General Meeting. Hosted by the NIOD Institute for
War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies, the event also featured a panel discussion with Andrea
Webb, Charlotte Schallié, Kees Ribbens, and Ugur Umit Ungér. A recording of the reading and
discussion is available here.

If they break me or make me
lose my mind, well that's what
they want. So, at least part
of my resistance was to not
let that happen.

HOW GRAPHIC NOVELS STRENGTHEN HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING'OFWITNESSES' EXPERIENCES

Visualizing Survivors’ Voices Con, . Y

'Images as Bridges' Panel at Swiss History Days Conference

Yugoslav Wars Research Cluster Co-Leads Franziska Zaugg and Sabine Rutar, with graphic artist
Jared Muralt, chaired a panel entitled 'Images as Bridges: Graphic Novels as a Means of
Visualizing Historical Experiences of Violence' on July 9, 2025. The panel took place during the
7th Swiss History Days Conference at the University of Lucerne from July 8 to July 11, with more
information available here.

Universitat Luzern
Université de Lucerne



https://www.spui25.nl/programma/visualizing-survivors-voices.
https://visualnarratives.org/dr-franziska-zaugg-and-dr-sabine-rutar-chairing-graphic-novel-panel-7th-swiss-history-days-conference-july-9-2025/

Exhibits

'But I Live' Exhibition at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial

From May to June 2025, the Bergen-Belsen Memorial became the sixth institution to host an
exhibit of 'But I Live: Three Stories of Child Survivors of the Holocaust.' The exhibit
displayed original drawings, sketches, archival materials, and interviews with participants
involved in the graphic novel's creation. More information can be found on our blog at the

following link.

Pages from each of the graphic narratives in ‘But I Live.” From left to right: ‘A Kind of Resistance’ by
Miriam Libicki, ‘Thirteen Secrets’ by Gilad Seliktar, and ‘But I Live’ by Barbara Yelin.


https://visualnarratives.org/but-i-live-exhibition-opens-at-the-bergen-belsen-memorial/

'T Will Not Be Silent! Drawn Memories in Comics'

Three artists collaborating on SCVN projects, Tobi Dahmen, Birgit Weyhe, and Nora Krug,
exhibited their work (alongside a fourth artist, Hannah Brinkmann) at the Wiesbaden
Kunsthaus in May and June as part of an exhibit that marked the 80" anniversary of the end of
World War II. While Weyhe's and Krug’s work was created outside of their SCVN projects,
Dahmen presented panels from his upcoming graphic novel Al-Fazia - The Horror: Surviving
Syria’s Prisons’. More information can be found on our blog.

Photo taken by Patrick Bauml for the exhibition's press release. Panel from Tobi Dahmen's graphic
novel on the right.


https://visualnarratives.org/i-will-not-remain-silent-exhibition-at-wiesbaden-kunsthaus-featured-in-frankfurter-allgemeine-june-8-2025/

Jared Muralt at the Berner Design Foundation

From March to April, Jared Muralt gave a first look at concept drawings and character sketches
for the graphic novel project 'Ruzica’s Last Summer' at the Berner Design Foundation’s annual
BESTFORM exhibition (seen below). The sketches (available on our blog) share the story of a
Roma woman named RuZica (a pseudonym) and her childhood in Serbia in the 1990s, which
was shaped by the discrimination and violence of the Yugoslav Wars.
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Character sketches for 'RuZica’s Last Summer' by Jared Muralt, March 2025.


https://visualnarratives.org/yugoslav-exhibit-ruzicas-jared-muralt-2025/

‘Landscapes in Comics' Exhibition Features Anneli Furmark

From mid-May to mid-June, Anneli Furmark, accompanied by two other visual artists,

exhibited panels from her untitled graphic novel created in collaboration with a survivor of the
Srebrenica Genocide within the frame of the Yugoslav Wars Research Cluster.

The exhibition focused on the presence and place of landscape in graphic narratives.

ah

WE LATER LEARNED THAT oUR HOUSE
IN SKEJICI waS BURNED pPownN
SHORTLY AFTER WE HAP LEFT.

%

Panel featured in the 'Landscape in Comics' exhibit by Anneli Furmark, Jjune 2025.


https://artoulu.fi/nayttely/anneli-furmark-juliana-hyrri-hanneriina-moisseinen/

Curator Spotlight
Jakob Hoffmann and the 'But I Live' Exhibit

\
_

Jakob Hoffmann speaking at the ‘But I Live: Remembering the Holocaust’ exhibition in Dortmund,
Germany, May 6, 2023. Photo credit: Max Mann.

The SCVN team would like to highlight the work of esteemed curator Jakob Hoffmann through
an interview with SCVN's Research Assistant, Ghada. In the interview, Jakob expressed
becoming interested in comics about 10-15 years ago and became involved by organizing comic
events. He started with small projects until he had the chance to do a larger exhibition at
Frankfurt's Museum of Modern Art titled 'Art for Children.' Through organizing various comics
events, Jakob met graphic artist Barbara Yelin, who introduced him to the project she was

working on at the time, the graphic novel 'But I Live: Three Stories of Child Survivors of the
Holocaust.'



When Jakob read the survivor stories in the graphic novel, he was overwhelmed and inspired to
make it a larger, lasting exhibit. Within six months of meeting Barbara, he co-curated the
exhibit 'But I Live: Remembering the Holocaust' with her and secured a spot for the first
showing at the 2022 Erlangen International Comic Salon, Germany's largest comics festival.

Today, Jakob continues to bring the exhibit to new and exciting spaces, which, as noted in this
newsletter, has just wrapped up its sixth showing at the Bergen-Belsen Memorial.

SCVN would like to extend a heartfelt and immense 'thank you' to Jakob for developing such a
meaningful exhibition of 'But I Live,' for continuing to curate and facilitate the exhibit, and for
the time and creativity he has put into developing the next exhibit based on our graphic artists'
upcoming graphic novels.

The full transcription of Ghada's interview with Jakob is available on our blog.

Artist Spotlight
Joélle Epée Mandengue and Michel Kichka

SCVN is equally pleased to spotlight artists Michel Kichka and Joélle Epée Mandengue's work on
their survivor-centred graphic novels within the Rwanda Research Cluster.

In a recent interview facilitated by Anna Ball, an Advanced Research Fellow supporting the
Rwanda Research Cluster, Michel and Joélle discussed their experiences collaborating with
survivors on the project. In the interview, Anna asks how each artists grapples with their
responsibility to the survivors’ experiences they are representing, the weight of the history that
their stories speak to, and how their previous work has led them to the SCVN project.
Reflections on the questions and their full interview is are available here.

Joélle Epée Mandengue is a Cameroonian comic book artist working under the penname of
‘Elyon’s." She is based in Guinea Conakry and is the author of the successful series, 'The Diary
of Ebene Duta,' and a number of comic works. She is also the creator and director of the Bilili
BD comic festival in Congo Brazzaville, which has branched out to other countries across the
African continent, including Rwanda.


https://visualnarratives.org/from-page-to-gallery-the-exhibition-journey-of-but-i-live-remembering-the-holocaust-with-co-curator-jakob-hoffman/
https://visualnarratives.org/drawing-on-history-an-interview-with-rwanda-research-cluster-artists-michel-kichka-and-joelle-epee-mandengue/

Joélle Epée Mandengue - Elyon’s. Photo credit: Joélle Epée Mandengue - Elyon’s.

Michel Kichka is an Israeli graphic novelist of Belgian origin based in Jerusalem, where he
studied graphic design and taught at the Bezalel Academy of Fine Arts until his retirement in
2025. In addition to a longstanding international career as a political cartoonist and member of
Cartooning for Peace, he is the author of several graphic novels, including 'Second Generation:

The Things I Didn’t Tell My Father' (2016).

. : y S

Michel Kichka. Photo credit: Elie Max Kichka.



Communications &
Connections

Follow our social media accounts for project updates and stories:

o Instagram: @survivorvisualnarratives

e Facebook: Survivor-Centred Visual Narratives

e LinkedIn: Survivor-Centred Visual Narratives

Submit stories and updates to commsvisual@uvic.ca to be featured on our social media
and blog

Tag us in your content for a re-share!

Copyright © 2023, Survivor-Centred Visual Narratives, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Survivor-Centred Visual Narratives
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada
Centre for Global Studies, University of Victoria
Sedgewick Bldg C173
PO Box 1700 STN CSC
Victoria, BC
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